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It is easy to believe Ann Nuckols 
will be a partner in a large CPA firm 
some day. This bright, energetic, 
fun-loving young woman, who re­
cently graduated second in a class 
of 161 accounting majors at Virginia 
Commonwealth University (VCU), 
is capable of accomplishing just 
about anything she sets her mind to 
do. What is difficult to believe is that 
this 23-year-old, who is included in 
the national Who’s Who of college 
students, is a former high school 
dropout — not just once, but twice.
She was sitting in my office the 
day before the start of the May CPA 
examination, describing to me the 
well-organized, thorough study pro­
gram she had followed in preparing 
for the examination. “Ann,” I asked 
her, “how is it that someone with your 
intelligence and leadership qualities 
dropped out of high school?”
“They put fences up,” she re­
sponded. “I was extremely busy 
being independent, and I couldn’t 
function in such a restrictive envi­
ronment.”
So, although Ann’s grades were 
all A’s and B’s, at the age of 15, she 
simply “bucked the system” and 
dropped out of her sophomore year 
of high school and went to work for a 
self-service gas station. It was while 
working there that she found she 
“loved paperwork” and wanted to 
become an accountant. Since every­
one else at the station hated the 
paperwork, she was frequently called 
in to “help out with the books.”
Ann remained at the gas station 
and out of high school for about a 
year. Then she decided to go back to 
school and give it another try. She 
took an accounting course; she even 
took an honors history course. She 
made A’s and B’s —except for when 
she didn’t bother to attend classes 
and received zeros. But she con­
tinued to dislike high school, and 
her teachers were well aware of that 
fact.
Ann’s potential did not go unno­
ticed, however. One of her high 
school teachers proposed an alter­
native to high school to Ann. Virgi­
nia Commonwealth University of­
fered an early admissions program. 
Ann could complete her high school 
credits at the university; all she 
needed was 10th grade health and 
12th grade history. Ann applied to 
the university.
Ann had already been accepted at 
VCU when she learned the univer­
sity did not offer an equivalent to the 
high school health class. The accep­
tance, of course, was contingent 
upon her receiving her high school 
diploma or the equivalent. So in the 
spring semester of her senior year, 
Ann dropped out of high school a 
second time.
This time, Ann obtained a General 
Equivalency Diploma by passing an 
examination. At the age of 17, she 
accepted a full-time position as a 
proof operator with the Bank of Vir­
ginia in Richmond. For the next 
three years, she worked there pro­
cessing checksand deposits for one 
of the branches.
Since the bank would pay for her 
classes, Ann enrolled in evening 
school at VCU in the fall of 1981. The 
first year she took one class — Eng­
lish 101 — as a “hobby.” She liked 
her work at the bank and felt she 
would never leave. However, the 
“hobby” was appealing, and the 
second year Ann took three classes 
each semester. She attended sum­
mer sessions, night classes, Satur­
day classes, and early morning 
classes to fit around her work 
schedule.
At the end of this second year, 
Ann had the equivalent of one year 
of college credit. Then she made an 
overnight decision and dropped out 
again! Only this time she quit the job 
she thought she would never leave 
and in the fall of 1983 enrolled at 
VCU as a full-time student. “It was 
taking me too long to obtain my col­
lege education on a part-time basis,” 
she explained. Working at the bank 
had served to whet her appetite fora 
career in accounting, and she was 
eager to move in that direction.
When Ann entered college, she 
set a goal of maintaining a grade 
point average of 4.0, which she very 
nearly achieved. Her cumulative 
grade point average upon gradua­
tion was 3.94. This high grade point 
qualified her to become a member of 
Phi Kappa Phi, an academic honors 
fraternity.
Besides maintaining academic ex­
cellence, Ann pledged to become a 
member of the VCU chapter of Beta 
Alpha Psi, the national accounting 
honorary fraternity. Starting as an 
enthusiastic committee member, she 
was elected vice president of the 
organization in the Spring 1985 
semester and in the Fall 1986 semes­
ter Ann became president.
Ann has won numerous awards 
including the VCU Leadership and 
Service Award, the 1986 Virginia 
Society of CPAs Award of Achieve­
ment, the 1986 Dean’s Scholar 
Award, and the J. Sydnor Mitchell 
Accounting Award for 1985. She has 
also been the recipient of $1,250 in 
scholarships.
Although she was a serious stu­
dent who referred to her backpack 
full of books as “a constant fixture,” 
Ann’s study habits were, predictably, 
unconventional. Unable to study in 
the library where the quiet was too 
much for her, Ann liked to study in 
the noisy university union where she 
could concentrate. At home, she 
turned the television on when she 
did her homework.
Ann sat for the CPA examination 
immediately upon finishing school. 
At the time of this writing, the results 
had not been released; however, 
anyone who has ever taught Ann 
has no doubt that she passed all 
parts.
Upon graduation, Ann accepted a 
position with the Richmond office of 
Peat, Marwick, Mitchell & Company 
as an auditor where, she says, she is 
“seeing the benefits” of her efforts.
Since Ann comes from an edu­
cated family (both her parents have 
master’s degrees), the obvious ques-
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tion to ask Ann was, "How did your 
family react when you dropped out 
of high school?”
"My parents kept communications 
open and hoped I would rectify mat­
ters on my own,” Ann replied. How­
ever, she admitted hiding from her 
older brother, who was very upset 
with her for dropping out.
Ann believes that her parents 
handled her period of "bucking the 
system” wisely. She wants children 
some day and concedes she 
“wouldn’t know how to handle a kid 
like me.” Ann doesn’t recommend 
dropping out of high school for oth­
ers. She realizes she is very lucky 
that things worked out so well for 
her.
Ann’s goal for the future is to “find 
out what I do best.” While Ann loves 
accounting, she also loves people. 
"Who knows?” she says, "when I’m 
40,1 may be back here at VCU major­
ing in psychology. I like people’s 
problems.”
One thing is certain. Ann Nuckols 
is a remarkable young woman. Given 
the freedom she needs and the ab­
sence of fences, she will go far. Ω
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During the first six months of 
the 1986-87 year, three mem­
bers of TWCPA Editorial Board 
have become department edi­
tors. The new editors’ names, 
addresses, and departments are 
given below.
Nonbusiness Organizations:
Yvonne C. Braune, Controller 
City of Tacoma





Peat Marwick Research 
Fellow
College of Business 
University of Notre Dame 
Notre Dame, IN 46556
Tax:
Cherie J. O’Neil
Department of Accounting 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute 
Blacksburg, Virginia 24061
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